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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ON ALLEGORIES. 
(Concluded from page 146.) 

« Now the serpent,” the earthly or carnal mind, 
wrought into action by the lust of the flesh. The 
tree of knowledge of good and evil, was Adam, as 
a depository of the law, so far as it was given. The 
vee of life is Jesus Christ, who giveth life to the 
world. The sword that turneth every way at once, 
isthe moral law, in the midst of which stands the 
tree of life. ‘The two cherubims, I think, are light 
and understanding. 

] shall now attempt to point out the consistency 
and agreement of the metaphors employed by the 
inspired penman in recording the transgression of 
our first parents, and the attendant circumstances. 
Of all the animate creation, nothing appears to be 
more emblematical of the carnal mind than the 
serpent: his sly, insidious, and hidden manner of 
working. And as the literal serpent is hidden in 
the natural grass, so is the metaphorical in the flesh. 
All flesh is gew8$p"saith the prophet Isaiah. A fur- 
ther agreement of the metaphor may be seen in 
their semblance externally. Touch the carnally 
minded, and is there not a similitude of the serpent 
inthe spotted variegation, and changing of colour ; 
and also in the poisonous effluvia sent forth, and in 
the working of the mouth, and the darting, and 
brandishing of the tongue? And as the literal ser- 
pent hath the power of charm in beguiling, so hath 
the metaphorical in his insinuating, bewitching, 
wd pleasing allurements, in beguiling the unwary. 
The tree of knowledge of good and evil, I think 
could not be literal, for reasons before mentioned ; 
(i. e.) of every herb, and of every tree upon the face 
of all the earth, the first pair were permitted freely 
toeat. And if they experienced the knowledge of 
good and evil by the fruit of a certain literal tree, 
how do we and all the nations of the earth now 
obtain it? To understand the law is the knowledge 
of good, and the violation of it brings the know- 
ledge of evil: “I had not known sin but by the 
law,” saith Paul. The law of the first dispensation 
is stamped, or written on the heart of every man. 
So that every man, as considered in conjunction 
with that law, is to himself a tree of knowledge; of 
good and evil. The law is good if kept, but evil 
ensues if broken, and the transgressor hath an im- 
mediate knowledge of it in misery and death. 
That death that was threatened to Adam, and was 
from the beginning the wages of sin. And the 
wages is as sure as the work. The law and the 
Prohibition is tre same to us, that it was to Adam. 
The tree of the knowledge of good and evil the 


same, and wil] be until every tree of the forest is 
hewn down. And as the Son of God received com- 
mands from his Father to communicate to man, so 
Adam, as a type under the first dispensation, receiv- 
ed the law from Christ to communicate to Eve; in 
whom, as the mother of all living, all mankind were 
contained. So that Adam stood as the law, or law- 
giver to Eve; who was typical of the flesh, or 
weaker nature of all mankind. So the first man 
represented the second Adam, the Lord from hea- 
ven. Andas Eve was of the weaker nature and 
prefigured the same throughout the world, the temp- 
tation, Or excitement was too strong; for Adam 
stood before her in complete beauty and form. 
“And when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eves, and 
a tree to be desired to make wise, she took,” &e. 
The putting forth the hand is no more than forming 
a design, and endeavoming to execute it. And the 
eating, is the satisfying of an appetite, or craving 
desire of the earthly nature. And for what the flesh 
desires to do, although prematurely, and for what 
the appetite craves, although it may be unripe fruit, 
yet for that, there is the most incessant and subtile 
pleadings and reasonings, from the carnal mind, 
the serpent within; as,“ Ye shall not surely die, 
and ye shall be as gods,” &e. “So Adam heark- 
ened to the voice of his wife.” Sin had its begin- 
ning in the lust of the flesh, which is still, in some 
way or other, the source from whence it springs, 
notwithstanding they may not sin after the simili- 
tude of Adam’s transgression. Lust, when it was 
conceived, brought forth sin with Eve; and when 
it was finished by Adam’s hearkening to the voice 
of his wife, it brought forth death; the death of 
their happiness, and the beginning of misery; and 
this is still the attendant consequence of every 
transgression, and will be until the final end of sin. 

The curse upon the serpent, that he should go 
upon his belly, is the low and grovelling nature that 
the carnal mind is ever to retain, and that he no ver 
should arise above the earth in the gratification of 
his desires. ‘The curse in excessive carnal pursuits, 


is sure and unalienable, and debases beneath all 
cattle and every beast of the field. “ All the days 
of his life,” implies that he is not to have an ead- 
less existence. And the promises, or threateuing, 
that the seed of the woman (Jesus Christ) should 
bruise the serpent’s head, is a sure earnest of his 
death and final destruction. 

Jesus Christ is called a Tiree of Life, in contra- 
distinction to the tree or body of death, the first 
Adam or earthiy nature in which we all die. and 





by which, under the first dispensation, judgment 
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came upon all inen to condemnation and death. 
He is called a tree of life, beeause his fruit is right- 
eousness and peace. He is called Wisdom, also, as 
being a Tree of life to them that have it—* He that 
hath me (saith Christ) hath lite.” The law that 
surrounded the Tree of Life is compared to ¢ 
flaming sword. Firstly, because of its dazzling 
brightness, and the light that it gives to the dark 
and benighted understanding, lke a heacon set 
upon a hill, to enlighten and guide the weary travel- 
ler, and those that would escape the floods of in- 
It is called a 
sword, and a two edged sword, on account of its 


Before man 


iquity, and gain the solid ground. 


keenness and certainty of execution. 
transgressed, the tree of life was always accessible 
to him: but since which time there is no gaining of 
its fruits but by being slain by the law; or, in other 
words, by losing that life which is after the flesh, 
that we may live in the Spirit and reign in life 
eternal. 

My reason for believing that the cherubims were 
light and understanding, are, firstly, because they 
are a perfect contrast to darkness and ignorance, 
the two demons that guard the gate of Satan’s 
kingdom. Secondly, where there is a flame, there 
is light, and where there is light there is knowledge 
and an understanding of the things that are about 
us. These are the kind angels or cherubims that 
are appointed to keep, to preserve, and to guard 
These, together with 
the pure light of the moral law, shall finally break 


the way to the tree of life. 


the chains by which the captives are bound, unloose 
the prisoners, and emancipate the world. 
S. M. ROSE. 
—~—_- 
FOR THE GOSPEL WERALD. 
THE FREE WILL BAPTIST. 

The Baptist church in America, from its first 
establishment, has prospered, more or less, as the 
true doctrine of the Gospel of Jesus Christ has been 
exhibited amongst them. The church in Swansea, 
Mass. (this was the first Baptist church in New- 
Eneland,) and the church in Providence, R. I. 
founded by the venerable and persecuted Roger 
Williams, of blessed memory, were free churches, 
(i. e.) held to a doctrine of a general atonement, and 
a free offer of merey and grace to all mankind: that 
“Christ is the true light that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world.” That a manifestation 
of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal : 
Consequently, all Idam’s ruined posterity are 
placed in a salvable state; for “by the grace of 
God, he (Christ) has tasted death for every man.” — 
But many of the Baptists have been led into the 
errors of John Calvin, with regard to particular, 
personal, unconditional, eternal election and repro- 
bation ; which errors have produced baneful effects, 
in this, as well as in other churches, which have im- 
bibed those pernicious errors. But the church is 
now coming out of the wilderness, and putting on 
her beautiful garments. For the encouragement of 
those who love our Lord Jesus Christ, we can say, 
that the Free Will Baptist Church, was never in so 
flourishing a condition as it now is. 


- oo -- 
DOCTRINE OF THIS CHURCH. 

They believe all men have sinned and come shor. 
of the glory of God; but that Jesus Christ by the 
grace of God, has tasted death for every man. Ang 
that he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. 
but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

Order of the church. They have Confereng 
meetings in every town where they have a church - 
and sometimes, in different parts of the town, i 
large, once a month, where all are allowed to speak, 
one by one, that all may hear, all learn, ani all \, 
comforted. These meetings are open, and any byo- 
ther, or sister, of any other denomination, who may 
attend, have the same liberty as ourselves, to exhor 
And indeed 
well behaved person, is at liberty to come as oftey 


as they may feel liberty so to do. 


> any 
as they please to those meetings, which are ofte, 
very refreshing. Many souls have found the pearl 
of great price in those meetings; and we highly ¢s- 
teem conference meetings. They bave month) 
meetings for business in every church. 

Quarterly Meetings, composed of ministers ang 
messengers, trom a number of churches, and 4 
others, who choose to attend once a quarter, These 
meetings hold two days. 

Yearly Meetings, composed of ministers and mes- 
sengers from all the Quarterly Meetings, in a cer- 
tain District; and all the brethren who choose (o 
The con- 


mon business of the church is done publicly. Here 


attend, have a voice in said meetittgs. 


the state of the church is known, as letters, or yer- 
bal information of the state of religion-from all the 
churches is sent here.* They have two ecclesias- 
tical orders, Elders and Deacons. They, also have 
licensed preachers and exhorters; and ferrales, as 
well as males, are permitted to bear testimony for 
Jesus. Unanimity is necessary in all their church 
business. Their motte is, “ Be ye all of one mind.” 
They keep regular records of all their proceedings 
The recording secretary of the connexion, is the 
Rev. John Buzzell, of Parsonsfield, (Maine) who is 
always prepared to give any information, respecting 
the state of religion in the connexion. The minis- 
ters are plain and zealous men. They are mos 
numerous in Maine, New-Hampshire, Vermont, 
Rhode-Island, Canada, and the western parts of the 
State of New-York; but are rapidly spreading into 
other states. They insist strongly on the necessity 
of personal religion. Such as reading the word ot 
God, regular secret and family prayer. They take 
the Bible for their only rule of faith and practice. 
They stand up to sing, and kneel at prayers. There 
is at this time, several glorious revivals of religion 
amongst them, in various parts of this countr)- 
Many Baptist churches in various parts, who have 
not fully joined their connexion, have adopted theii 
sentiments, respecting the doctrine of grace. In 
Providence, (R. I.) where there are four Baptist 
churches, three of them, and about half of the other, 
which is the first Baptist church in that place, are 
strong advocates for free grace and open communion. 


——— 





* The Elders conference composed only of Ecclesiastic*; 





is held with closed doors 
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in Rhode-Island and Maine, and many other parts, 
the work is truly glorious. As soon as the Calvi- 
nistic Baptists get reviv ed in their souls, and made 
happy by the love of God shed abroad in their 
hearts, they lose their decrees and doctrine of fate, 
unconditional election, and join in the song, free 
srace. Asa Messer, D. D. president of Brown Uni- 
versity at Providence, isa Free Will Baptist. .Vuem- 
hers. According to the best information, there are 
it least 80,000 Baptists in the U. States, who hold 
to the above-mentioned doctrine. They all contend 
strenuously for believers baptism, by immersion, 
according to the ancient apostolic method. 

CLERICUS. 

N.B. This connexion publishes two religious 
periodical works, viz: Rev. J. Buzzell’s Religions 
Magazine, at Parsonsfield, (Main;) and the Reli- 
ious Informer and Free Will Baptist Register, at 
Andover, (N. H.) by the Rev. E. Chase. 

REMARKS. 

The above was presented for publication by a 
clergyman of the “ Free will Baptist” persuasion. 
Finding him disposed to converse on religious to- 
pics, we questioned him relative to his views of the 
Scriptures, the redemption by Christ, &c. and learn- 
ed that redemption consisted in placing man in a 
salvable state, so that he can be saved, or damned 
ina hell to all eternity, according to his own liking. 
Wishing to avoid even the possibility of mistaking 
him, questions were asked, which produced the fol- 
lowing—This “ Free will Baptist” preacher de- 
caved, that he was “ perfectly good; he kept the 
law perfectly, but might have been much better, if 
he had been of a mind so to be!” “If,” said he, 
“I should die to-day, I am sure of heaven ; but if I 
were to die to-morrow, I may go to hell for the sin I 
may commit in the interim.” He declared, that 
ie should be saved on account of his own goodness. 
Others, not so good as himself, would be damned 
eternally. 

We finally advised him, first, to believe the Scrip- 
ies himself, before he attempted to teach them to 
others. And quoting Ps. xxii. 27. and Ixxxvi. 9. 
with some other passages, found that he did not be- 
lieve them. He went so far as to say, that “if he 
knew there was no hell for sinners, he would, if he 
could, make one and put them in it!!!) What,” 
said he, “shall murderers go to heaven?” We re- 
torted—Stop friend. Did you ever hate any man ? 
He hesitated, and replied, “No!” Can you, at 
sour time of life, (being more than forty years old) 
say, that you never hated any person? Did you 
never Wish any person evil? “No!” was his re- 
ply. Friend, John says, “He that hateth his bro- 
ther is a murderer.” You are a hater of your bre- 
thren, and wish them the greatest evil. You have 
declared, that, “ were there no hell for sinners, you, 
if you could, would make one and put them in it !” 

This wolf, in sheeps clothing, professed to be 
“perfectly good.” Said he “loved his neighbour as 
himself” And to prove it, we presume, would 
make a hell and torment him for ever! Christ caine 
‘0 save, not to destroy. He left a criterion that we 


said he, “The thief cometh not but for to steal, and 
to kill, and to destroy. Tam come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more abun- 
dantly,” John x. 10, 
If the man above-mentioned is a fair sample of 
“Free will Baptists,’ God, in merey, deliver the 
world from “ Free will Baplists,” say we! 
—j— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Mr. Editor—In replying to the 7th quere of 
Candidus, you do not treat him fairly. His words 
are not susceptible of the construction that “ telling 
the truth is the characteristic of madness.” Nor is 
it said by C, that “a man would risk his health, the 
esteem of his friends, his standing in society, and 
even his life, by communicating this intelligence.” 
He only means, that if these were the consequences 
of communicating such intelligence, would the 
comparatively small benefit conferred on the par- 
ties, be sufficient to induce one to run those risks 
in order to convey it? As the apostles actually did 
not only incur the risks, mentioned above, but 
nearly all of them suffesed martyrdom with all its 
preliminary evils, rather than their fellow men 
should be exposed to the evils consequent upon 
non-compliance with the terms of the Gospel. In 
this view their willingness to encounter the evils 
which they did encounter, even to the loss of 
life, can be rationally enough accounted for; and 
so could that of the person conveying the supposed 
intelligence to the convicts, were their hearing and 
complying with it necessary to their pardon. But 
were the salvation of the Gospel in the one case, 
and the pardon, &c. of the government in the other, 
completely unconditional, [ see no propriety in 
their conduct. It is not sufficient to say, that not 
only the generation then present, but all subsequent 
ones were to be affected by it, as we are assured, 
that it has, by a very great proportion of the Chris- 
tian world, been uniformly believed, that repentance 
and reformation were indispensable requisites to 
the possession of a right to future happiness. 
CANDIDUS. 
ANSWER. 

We have been in the allowed practice of judging 
and deciding upon the ineaning of the communica- 
tions we are favoured with, from the common ac- 
ceptation of the words used in them. If our cor- 
respondents mean differently from what their 
phraseology imports, we are not accountable for 
their second thoughts, or negligence, or mental 
reservation, as the case may be. We say this for 
all. We hope in future, our correspondents will 
select words which express their sentiments. The 
rule we have adopted, and the course we have pur- 
sued, we shall adhere to. We know enough of 
human nature, to be convinced that we shall never 
be excused for thinking for, and supposing what 
others mean. In the case in question, we were so 
forcibly impressed with the extravagance of expres- 
sion in the quere alluded to, and wishing to put a 
construction upon it, if possible, different fron: what 
the manifest import of the words used would, in 





Might distinguish his disciples from wolves: for, 





our opinion, authorize, that we consulted an intel- 
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ligent friend, fearing that our own eyes might pos- 
sibly deceive us! The candid reader is referred to 
the 7th quere, Number xviii. page 139, col. 2. If 
he can make any thing different from what we con- 
sidered the only correct import of the words, he 
has powers of perception far exceeding any thing 
we can pretend to! With respect to “ unfairness,” 
we totally deny the propriety of the charge, and 
exculpate ourselves altogether from an allegation 


so unjust and uncharitable. 

To conclude: We consider the subject, so far as 
interrogatories have been made, amply discussed. 
We trust we can say this without the imputation of 
a puerile vanity ; and we do not feel disposed, at 
present, to continue a subject, which is food for im- 


proper animadversions and conjecture. ED. 


—>-— 
REMARKS 
ON GENESIS, IN ANSWER TO CONSISTENCY. 
(Continued from p. 147.) 

Consistency next introduces Gen. v. 1, 2. “ This 
is the book of the generations of Adam. In the 
day that God created man, in the likeness of 
God made he him. Male and female created he 
them, and blessed them, and called their name 
Adam, in the day they were created.” Our cor- 
respondent has not so muck as hinted at any sup- 
posed incongruity in this passage. His motive, 
thereiore, is matter for conjecture. Of this pas- 
sage, we remark—We consider a fact to be declar- 
ed; namely, “This is the book, or register, or ac- 
count of the generations of Adam, and his descead- 
ants, for the time being.” Another fact is then 
declared, as follows—* In the day that God created 
man, in the likeness of God made he him.” A par- 
tial recapitulation of the facts before stated. (See 
Gien. i. 26, 27—ii. 7.) We are then instructed, (of 
ma in the aggregate,) that God made them male 
and female. (See chap. it. 20. 23.) That God called 
their name (man in the aggregate,) 4dam.* There- 
fore, distinction of sex has nothing to do with the 
natureof man. ll are ddam—all are of the dust, 
and unto the dust shall all return, and be comming- 
led in undistinguished and original earth. But the 
spirit, where shall that go? and from whence came 
it? dns. “ The spirit shall return to God who 
gave it!” 

We have, so far, omitted to notice a very promi- 
nent part of the passages quoted. When God made 
man, he blessed them. A man may bless his fellow 
man, and his blessing amount to little, compared to 
the blessing of an infinitely powerful, wise, and 
good Being. Man, properly speaking, can only 
will or wish good or happiness to another. God is 
the Author of every good and every perfect gift. 
As rational beings, we must make a distinction be- 
tween the blessing of God, and the blessing of man, 
as great as the difference which actually exists 
between finily and infinity. If we would know 
the amount of God’s blessing, we must admit His 
testimony, and that of his inspired servants. The 
blessing of God is explained in Num. vi. 22—27. 





* Adam signifies “ earthy, taken out of red earth.” 


ee 
“ And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak 
unto Aaron, and unto his sons, saying, On this wis. 
ye shall (not may) bless the children of Israel, say 
ing untothem, The Lord bless thee, and keep thee 
the Lord make his face to shine upon thee, and \y 
gracious unto thee; the Lord lift up his count,. 
nance upon thee, and give thee peace. And the, 
shall (not may if they think they deserve it) put my 
name upon the children of Israel, and F will bie, 
them.” 

The blessing of God, as described by Moses, i. 
farther illustrated by the prophet David, Ps. |xyy 
3. “Turn us again, Q God, and cause thy face ty 
shine; and we shall be saved.” Paul, an apostle 
of Jesus Christ, has given his testimony in evidene 
of Gods goodness in blessing mankind, in Roy, 
vill. 58, 39. “For I am persuaded, that neithe 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, jjo, 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, jo; 
heighth, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
able to separate us from the love of God which js j; 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

In view of these testimonies, we ask, Who shalj 
presume to curse with endless wretchedness, 1a», 
whom God hath blessed ? 

The passage next muoduced by our corresponi- 
ent, is Gen. vi. I—13. “ And it came to pass, when 
men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and 
daughters were born unto them, that the sons of 
God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; 
and they took themselves wives of ail which they 
chose.” (v. 1, 2.) In view of the testimony already 
adduced, we cannot forbear dissenting from the 
opinion of some, that this is mentioned as a cause of 
God’s displeasure against man. We consider Mo- 
ses in narrating the history of man, to have givena 
record of events, in their proper places; and tat 
moral turpitude of action should be the rule to ée- 
cide relative to the cause of God’s displeasure, aud 
not the order or arrangement of Moses’s account. 
The reason assigned why “ God’s Spirit should not 
always strive with man,” (in v. 3d.) is, “ for that he 
also is flesh ;” not because he selected a fair woman 
Jor his wife! We are of opinion that difficulties 
will assail modern commentators in their new opin- 
ions. Dr. Wall renders this passage, (v. 1, 2.) thus 
—* When men began to multiply on the earth, the 
chief men took wives of all the handsome poor wo- 
men they chose.” Dr. Clarke supposes that a pro- 
per distinction should be made between those deno- 
minated sons of God, and men. He will have it, 
that those designated as sons of God, were born from 
above, &c. Men, at this time, he considers to have 
veen the fallen earth-born men, with the animal 
and devilish mind. These he supposes were the 
Nephalim, from naphal, “ he fell,” those who had 
apostatized from the tue religion. It is worthy of 
remark, however, that at this time all men were 
wicked, if we except Noah’s family: consequently, 
the sons of God must be restricted to Noah and his 
sons! And, let the sons of God be who they may, it 
is evident they preterred the daughters of men, to 
the daughters of the sons of God, if any there ere! 





Now we are of opinion that the peculiar phraseole- 
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vy & this passage can be accounted for from a dif- 
ferent source. For when an exposition increases 
the difficulty instead of removing it, it does not re- 
quire a Very shrewd observer to conjecture that the 
difficulty still remains ; and that new names for old 
things, or sayings, has nothing to do with the things 
themselves. 

We have considered men as the sons of God ; 
and God, as their Heavenly Father. Our Saviour 
considered them so likewise. He said, to the mul- 
fitude, (not to the pious few,) “ One is your Father 
who isin Heaven.” Man came from God, and was 
made in his image and likeness. He must, there- 
fore, have been the son of Gd, or he could not have 
been in his Likeness ov image. In this light, man in 
the aggregate must be considered. But we have 
seen, that after man was created a living soul, that 
God divided him, and called a part of the man, 
voubman. Adam called his wile, (when she was 
presented to him, according to Dr. Clarke) “ Life!” 
Adam said, “'This is now bone of my bones, and 
flesh of ny flesh.” Adam, or man, was a being re- 
novated with the Spvrit of the living God. Man 
then existed male and temale. The female was 
from the male, and man from God. Paul, (1 Cor. 
xi. 8.) considers this subject in this light, when he 
says, “For the man is not of the woman; but the 
woman is of the man.” Therefore, it is a proper 
phraseology to say, “The sons of God saw the 
daughters of men that they were tair, and they took 
them wives of all they chose.” 

The third verse, “ And the Lord said, My Spirit 
shall not always strive with man, for that he also is 
flesh; yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty 
years,” is quoted by many as evidence that God 
will cease to be merciful, and, after, as they say, 
granting Man a space for repentance, consign him 
to mterminable wo. For ourselves, it is a small 
matter to be judged with man’s judgment: there- 
fore, the Scriptures, however mankind may object 
to their decisions, are our text book. We prefer, 
altogether, the inspiration of Heaven, to the crude 
and unmerciful opinions of impotent men. The 
passage quoted from Genesis, which is supposed to 
argue unfavourably to man’s future well-being, ex- 
plains itself. The reason assigned by God, is dif- 
ferent from that assigned by man. We are like- 
wise instructed relative to God’s Spirit striving with 
man. The reason assigned, is, because he is ‘flesh. 
Yet,” saith God, “his days shall be an hundred 
and twenty years.” From the phraseology of this 
verse, we learn the duration of the word always. 
Wien man’s days amounted to nine hundred years, 
God might be said always to strive with man. Or, 
considering this declaration made with an eye to 
the purpose of God, generally, relative to man’s re- 
demption, that man should not always, or for any 
considerable time, remain in the body of sin and 
death in bondage to corruption. (See Rom. viii. 
18—23.) Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 50. iliustrates our sub- 
ject, when he says, “ Now this I say, brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.” (See 


mony of the Scriptures, separated from human tra- 
ditions. God says, “ His Spirit shall not always 
strive with man, for that he also is flesh.” Well 
may it be said, that “ God has not left himself with- 
out a witness.” He declares, (Isa. vii. 16,) “ I will 
not contend for ever, neither will I be always wrath ; 
(Why? Answer.) for the spirit should fail before 
me, and the souls that I have made.” 
Who, we ask, unless blinded through the de- 
ceitfulness of sin, and plagued with an evil heart 
of unbelief, can despise and reject these testimo- 
nies, jeopardise their souls, in their own apprehen- 
sion, consign their neighbours to interminable 
wretchedness, and, instead of admitting the glorious 
truths of God, and the joys of His salvation, pre- 
ter the broad road to destruction, and choose the 
way to hell? We tell these despisers of the good- 
ness of a pardoning God, that they will behold, and 
wonder, and perish! Their own crooked aad per- 
verse systems, or rather broken cisterns which can 
hold no water, will afford them no consolation in 
adversities’ gloomy hour. The God we worship, is 
able to save to the uttermost. He is slow to anger, 
abundant in goodness, long-suffering, mercy and 
truth. “He will not always chide, neither will 
He keep his anger for ever. He hath not dealt with 
us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities :” therefore, “ Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits: who forgiveth ali 
thine iniqutties ; who healeth all thy diseases ; who 
redeemeth thy life from destruction ; who crowneth 
thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies.” 

(To be continued.) 

—@j— 

From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
SKETCH OF THE MEMOIRS OF 
THEODORE BEZA. 

In enumerating the distinguished persons who 
promoted the reformation of our religion from 
popery, we must not pass over in silence the name 
of Beza, a person who by his zeal and talents was 
of essential service to the Christian church. He 
had indeed the failing, common to the reformers— 
that of not fully considering the right of private 
judgment—hence his spirit often savoured of in- 
tolerance, and he would justify the severest mea- 
sures taken for the extirpation of heresy. He was, 
however, a divine of great eminence in his day. 
He. was highly instrumental in exposing the errors 
of popery, and in holding up the features of true 
religion to a newly awakened world. 

Tueropore Beza was born in Burgundy, June 
24,1519. His uncle, a counsellor of the parliament 
of Paris, brought him up with great care till the 
month of December, 1528, when he was sent te 
Orleans, and afterwards to Bourges, where he pro- 
secuted his studies with uncommon diligence. At 
the latter place he enjoyed the tuition of Melchior 
Walmar, under whom he made an extraordinary 
progress in polite learning. His uncle intended him 
for the law—but this study not suiting his disposi- 
tion, he spent most of his time in the persual of the 
Greek and Latin classics. It is confidently said, that 





the coanexion.) Thus, we see, the beautiful har- 


at this early period he inclined to licentiousness— 

















































et ee 


— = 





































—-_ 






, : 
or ae 
















358 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 








but, admonished by sickness, he shook off every 
vice, devoting himself with great intenseness to the 
cultivation of virtue and piety. 

Having openly embraced the reformed religion, 
he in 1549 accepted of the Greek protessorship at 
Lausanne, where he also read lectures in French, 
on the New Testament to the refugees of both sexes 
who dwelt in that city. Settling at Geneva he rigidly 
embraced the doctrine of John Calvin—becoming 
in a little time his colleague in the church and in the 
university. But an important circumstance now oc- 
curred, that of his going to Nerac to convert the 
king of Navarre, at the solicitation of the first men 
in the kingdom. His majesty also, having desired 
that Beza might assist at the conference of Poissi, 
the senate of Genevaconsented. A curious incident 
happened which shows the state of the times in 
which he lived. The assembly, listening attentively 
to his harangue, seemed very well satisfied, till 
speaking of the real presence, he declared that the 
body of Jesus Christ was as distant from the bread 
and wine as the highest heaven is from the earth! 
This affirmation, so consonant to common sense, 
created a murmur—some cried out blasphemavit, he 
blasphemes—others gat up to go away! The car- 
dinal who presided on the occasion, desired the 
king and queen either to silence Beza or to permit 
him and his company to withdraw. This was refu- 
sed—no person stirred—and the orator was suffered 
to proceed. Indeed throughout the whole con- 
ference our reformer not only displayed his talents 
to advantage in behalf of the reformed religion, but 
behaved himself with the greatest intrepidity. 

Such was the opinion entertained of his pulpit 
abilities, that he frequently preached before the 
queen of Navarre, the prince of Conde, and in 
the suburbs of Paris. The fact at least shows, the 
eminence to which he had attained at this early 
period of the reformation. 

The civil wars soon after occurring in France, 
he first resided with the prince of Conde, and then 
with admiral Coligny who perished at the massacre 
of Paris. After the peace he returned to Geneva, 
in the year 1563; having, no doubt, in his elevated 
situation, done every thing to promote the interests 
of the reformed religion. These must have been 
terrible times to live in—but the divine Being raises 
up instruments to accomplish his work. Neither 
the brutality of the persecutor, nor the agonies of 
martyrdom can deter that soul from asserting the 
excellence of a pure religion, whom God has ap- 
pointed to enlighten and reform the world. These 
characters are precious in the eyes of posterity! 

In 1597, he felt the infirmities of age growing 
upon him, and withdrew into retirement. He how- 
ever wrote some animated verses against the Jesu- 
its who had reported his death, and said that he 
died in the Roman faith! Though he entirely left 
off speaking in public about the year 1600, yet he 
lived till the month of October 1605, having long 
waited with peculiar calmness for his dissolution. 

He wrote many things—but his translation of the 
New Testament, and the Icones or delineations of 
the famousmen who set their hand to the work of 








reformation, were his two principal publications 
The character of the former may be learnt from 
Dr. Campbell’s Prelections on the Four Gospe|s— 
and the latter contains interesting particulars which 
serve to enrich the pages of ecclesiastical biogra. 
phy. 

The spirit of persecution which reigned in the 
breast of Beza, especially his justifying of Calyiy 
for the murder of Servetus, calls for severe repro- 
bation. Mr. Robert Robinson, in his valuabje 
Morning Exercises, introduces the following letter, 
which is deserving of an attentive prusal—it cop. 
tains truths of the first importance. Bigotry may 
shut its eyes against them, but, sanctioned by the 
dictates of reason, and the voice of revelation, their 
force willone day be acknowledged—their eneroy 
will ultimately prevail. The whole extract forms 
an admirable conclusion. 

“ False Religion will destroy life. 
takes it in his head that the knowledge of some 
subtile points of the schools, or that the practice of 
some austere mortifications, is necessary to salvation, 
he hath embraced an error; and when love to his 
feliow creatures makes him undertake our conver. 
sion, his error is mixed with religion. Religion and 
falsehood thus united drive a man mad, and impel 
him to harbour base passions, to spend himself in un- 
natural and unnecessary exertions, and to plot and 
to persecute, all for the glory of God and the good 
of mankind. We have in history a multitude of 
martyrs. 
their own folly. 
from this specious attack? A little common sense 
and good temper. Recollect, I am not censuring 
any good man, be his errors what they may, except 
he holds them in a spirit of bitterness and persecu- 
tion. No man shall ever persuade me that suclia 
spirit is friendly to heaith and life. 

“ Whatever such a religion may be to its owners, 
it holds the lives of others cheap; and it seems to 
me to be a remnant of that murderous part of reli- 
gion, persecution. God forbid we should preserve 
ourselves by destroying others. Is it not possible 
for us all to live and be happy? Give me leave to 
read you a letter, which agreat and good man in 
the north of Europe, (Dudith) more than two hun- 
dred years ago, wrote to that pious protestant perse- 
cutor, Therodore Beza, minister at Geneva. 

“You contend, that scripture is a perfect rul’ 
of faith and practice. But you are all divided about 
the sense of scripture, and you have not settled who 
shall be judge. You say one thing, my teacher says 
another. You quote scripture, he quotes scripture. 
You reason, he reasons. You require me to believe 
you. I respect you: but why should I trust you 
rather than my own minister ? You say he is a hie- 
retick ; but the catholicks say you are both hereticks. 
Shall I believe them ? They quote histories and f2- 
thers: sodo you. To whom do you all address your- 
selves? Where is the Judge? You say the spirit of 
the prophets: but you say, Iam no prophet, and I 
say, you are not one. Who istoJudge? You have 
broken off your yoke, allow me to break mine. 
Having freed yourselves from the tyranny of popisb 
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prelates, hy do you turn ecclesiastical tyrants 
yourselves, and treat others with barbarity and cruel- 
ty for only doing what you set them an example to 
do? You say, vour lay-hearers, the magistrates, and 
not you, ministers, are to be blamed, for +t is they 
oie banish and burn for heresy, and not you. I 
know you make this excuse: but, tell me, have 
you not instilled such principles into their ears, or 
have they done any thing more than practice the 
doctrine you taught them? Have you not told them 
how glorious it is to defend the faith? Have you not 
heen the constant admirers and flatterers of such 
princes as have depopulated whole districts for 
heresy? Do you not daily teach, that they who ap- 
peal from your confessions to scripture ought to be 
punished by the secular power? It is impossible for 
you todeny this. You have published books to jus- 
tify the banishing of one old teacher, and the exe- 
qution of another, and you seem to wish we would 
follow your example, and kill men for not belie- 
ving as we do. God forbid. When you talk of 
vour Lutheran confession, and your Calvinistical 
creed, and your unanimity, and your fundamental 
truths, | keep thinking of the sixth commandment, 
Thou shalt not kill. Farewell, most learned and re- 
spected Beza. ‘Take what I have said im good part, 
and continue your friendship for me.” 
_—<jp— 
FROM NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER. 

Church establishments —It has been stated in par- 
liament, and not denied, that (from the return made 
tothe house of commons of the state of the church 
establishment in Ireland,) there were 1,270 bene- 
fices, 2,232 parishes, 1,142 churches—192 benefices 
with resident clergy, 773 incumbents, and 507 non- 
residents! It was added the bishops and other great 
dignitaries were sometimes absent fiom the country 
15 or 20 years together, never seeing any of their 
“flocks,” though the FLEECE produced them from 
1) to 20,000 pounds each perannum. The bishop of 
Derry had resided about 20 years in France, without 
once placing his foot on Irish land—doing the 
whole work by jowrneymen priests, proctors, &c.— 
That “the revenues of the archbishop of Armagh 
amounted to £15,000 a year; but it appeared by 
the statement of Mr. Wakefield, that the rates 
and rents of the archbishoprick might be made to 
amount to £140 or 150,000 a year; that immense 
revenue was in the hands of the bishop, and would 
descend to his successors, the junior branches of the 
leading families. The revenue arising from the 
skES alone, would, if properly managed, be more 
than sufficient to support the established church, and 
to pay the Catholic clergy besides!” The speaker, 
(Mr. Hume) said, “ that a state which could not exist 
without a church, ought not to exist. In France, 
tythes were abolished, and thegelergy paid by the 
state. Their archbishops had £800 a year.” But, 
alter debate, the motion to produce reform in such 
shearing of thé flock and consumption of its vitals, 
was negatived, by a religious majority. 

When facts like these are exhibited to us, and 
when we recollect that such a small part of the pop- 
ulation of Ireland is even of the religious profes- 





sion which thus grinds the whole people of the coun- 
try, who is there that would’ not excuse, if they 
could not justify, any act that might by them be com- 
mitted, to relieve themselves of such an imposition 
and oppression? The sending of such prelates and 
priests to be chained to the oar of a galley for life, 
would be a mild punishment for the crimes against 
religion and right. 
—~—- 

PECULIARITY OF THE EVANGELICAL WRITERS. 

* Although” (says Dr. Macknight, in his Prelimi- 
nary Observations to his Harmony of the Gospels) 
“they must have been sensible that the transactions 
they were about to relate were not likely to be be- 
lieved by the generality, being many of them oppo- 
site to the established course of nature, it is evident 
that they were at no pains to consider what particu- 
lars were least liable to exception, nor so much as 
to obviate the Uifficulties which arose from them.” 
This thought, alate writer has well expressed. ‘It 
does not appear,” says he, “that it ever came into 
the mind of the Evangelists to consider how this or 
that other action would appear to mankind, or what 
objections might be raised against them. But with- 
out attending at all to this, they lay the facts before 
you, at no pains to think whether they would appear 
credible or not. If the reader will not believe 
their testimony, there is no help for it. They tell 
the truth, and attend to nothing else. To concludes 
It is remarkable, that through the whole of their His- 
tories, the Evangelists have not passed one encomi- 
um on Jesus, or any @f his friends, nor thrown out 
one reflection against his enemies, although much 
of both kinds might have been, and no doubt would 
have been done, by them, had they been governed, 
either by a spirit of imposture or enthusiasm. Christ’s 
life is not praised in the Gospel, his death is not la- 
mented, his friends are not commended, his enemies 
are not reproached, nor even blamed, but every 
thing is told naked and unadorned, just as it happen- 
ed, and all who read are left to judge for them- 
selves ; a manner of writing which historians never 
would have fallen into, had not their minds been 
under the guidance of the most sober reason, and 
deeply impressed with the dignity, importance, and 
truth of the subject.” Lond. Theo. Mag. 

—>—. 

THE APOSTLES’ RULING PASSION. 

The apostles of Christ, like their Divine Master, 
moved by the Spirit of God, Love, besought men to 
refrain from evil and practise good works; enfore- 
ing their admonitions and exhortations, with assu- 
rances of God’s unchangeable love and goodness. 
How striking and emphatic is the language of Paul, 
that eminent and devoted servant of God! His 
language was, “ Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 
How derogatory to God’s character and to reason, 
is the supposition, that God had misery in store for 
man! How could man be reconciled to be misera- 
ble! What argument did Paul use, to persuade men 
to be reconciled to God? Ans. He declared that 
“God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
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himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.” 
What powerful motive stimulated Paul to preach 
this salvation to sinners? Ans. He was an ambas- 
sador for Christ! How many will run into dangers, 
and court death and suffering in the employ of earth- 
ly princes, mere worms of the dust, and for no ob- 
ject but the transitory and vain tinkling of a name? 
Shall we, then, wonder at the zeal of Paul! What 
was his message? Ans. Salvation for a whole 
world!!! “ Tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people!!!” A glorious message! A sublime 
spectacle! A triumphant cause! Who was his em- 
ployer? A king? Yes. The King of kings, and 
Lord of lords! Before whom human pageantry 
vanishes. Compared with whom the inhabitants 
of the earth are as grasshoppers. Had not Paul a 
motive 2 What cause so glorious as the cause of a 
God of love? Had not Paul a reason for his zeal ? 
What reason so great as his, who was the ambassa- 
dor for the King of Heaven? 
— <> 
INSUFFICIENCY OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE. 

The following extract is from an article in the 
* Hartford Christian Secretary,” headed “ missioN 
to ceyLon.” The old saying, “better late than 
never,” is exemplified in the conduct and confes- 
sion of these missionaries. “ Fire and brimstone” 
has been the weapon to drive sinners to heaven. 
Clergymen, armed with this whip of fire, like 
soutbern slave-drivers, have for many years tried, 
in vain, to drive men to Calvin’s, Hopkins’s, and 
Arminus’s heaven. T'o effect this, they have threat- 
ened them with a hell of their own making. At 
last, it appears, they have discovered, that their hell 
is worse than the hell of Pagans. If Pagans are 
to be tormented, they wisely conclude, that their 
own devil is better than the devil employed by Cal- 
vin, Hopkins, & Co, 

“In all our preaching and interviews with the 
heathen, we make it our object to preach Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. Direct attacks upon their 
idolatry profit nothing; for by it we are led into 
useless controversy, and never leave a favourable 
impression on their minds. Theréfore we avoid 
such subjects generally, because it inevitably shuts 
their ears and hearts against any thing which may go 
from our lips. The most favourable opportunity to 
show them the vanity of their idols is when they be- 
come a little tender by the presentation of subjects 
which in a degree affects their hearts: such as a sim- 
ple story of Jesus, or any tale which strikingly ex- 
emplifies the Christian virtues. Such preaching 
venerally makes a favourable impression on their 
minds, so that at subsequent interviews we find 
them more accessible.—Convince them that you 
labour for their good, then you may present any 
subject without offence. ‘Fire and Brimstone,’ 
only drives them to their temples; but gentleness 
and persuasion will effect much. The heathen are 
to be won, not drove.” 

—=—— 
INTOLERANCE. 

“ Every species of intolerance which enjoins sup- 

pression and silence, and every species of persecu- 





tion which enforces such injunctions, is adverse ty 
the progress of truth; forasinuch as it causes that 
to be fixed by one set of men, at one time, Which is 
much better and with much more probability oj 
success, left to the independent and progressive in. 
quiries of separate individuals. Truth results from 
discussion and from controversy: is investigated 
by the labours and researches of private persons, 
Whatever therefore prohibits these, obstructs tha 
industry and that liberty which it is the common 
interest of mankind to promote. Persecution pro- 
duces no sincere conviction, nor any real change 
of opinion. On the contrary, it vitiates the public 
morals by driving men to prevarication, and com. 
monly ends in a general, though secret, infidelity, 
by imposing, under the name of revealed religion, 
systems of doctrine which men cannot believe and 
dare not examine.” 
ARCHDEACON PALEY. 
 — — 
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ANOTHER CONVERSION TO THE MINISTRY 

Br. Benjamin Hickor, who has been for som 
time a licenced teacher, of the Methodist connexion, 
has been brought to the light of the glory of God, as 
manifested in Christ Jesus, for the salvation of al} 
men. And has become a herald of glad tidings— 
even the glad tidings of peace on earth, and good 
will to men. 

Mr. H. is now residing with the Editor of the In- 
quirer, and has commence’ his labors in the min- 
istry of reconciliation, which we trust will be blessed 
to the edification and conversion of many. 

Relig. Ing. 
—_—. 
NOTHING STRANGE. 

Mr. George B. English, a native of Boston, 
(Mass.) graduated at Harvard College in 1807. 
He studied what, in modern times, is cafled divini- 
ty. First, preached Unitarianism. Second, Calvin- 
ism. Then, left preaching, and turned infidel. Since 
which, he has been in the military service of the 
Pacha of Egypt! where, it is said, he became a 
convert to Islamism. The faith last mentioned, can 
be yoked with Calvinism, and make a tolerable 
match. 

—>---- 
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the spirit and precepts of the ¢ 
quitous and unjust, more impolitic, than persecution. It is 
against natural religion, revealed religion, and sound poli 
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Our 18th Number contains an article copic 
* Canandaigua Plain Truth, ” which article, the 
ber of said Paper remarks, contains several typog 
errors, &c. See Page'142. For ** Mesiew,” read 
co.” Page 141 Col. 2. line 5 from bottom, for “ his ow 
country,” read his own county.” 
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